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& & The experience will serve you throughout the rest of vour life _& &
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“"Those who help themsalve

Lesatho b5 unigue. It B an
independent country totally
surrcunded by the Repulblic
of South Africa. Lesotho has
a mivstigue that seoms to &t
a5 a magnet attracting people
from all parts of the world to
ghare I the developmant of
thi country.

Onoe & probectorate of
Britain, Lesotho gained |18
independence on October &,
1966, 11 has siruggled through
many difficulties of develop-
ment, Despite the eflect that
the Republic of South Africa
has on the economy, family
giructure, and the political
pystem, the country retaing
its dentity &% & kingdom
King Moshoeshoa 1l is the
Hesd of State. The Basotho
Mational Party, led by Prime
Minister Lesbua Jonathan, is
the governing party.

L& & & &

Peace Corps has & signifi-
cant role In resruiting volune
1esrs who will commit them-
galves to sharing thair talents
with the Basotho people,
especially in the oreas ol
sgricutture and education.

Mingo Guerra, a voluntes
who liwes in the mounixins,
says that his role at this par-
tleular time and place i sim-
ply to wnderstand the forces
that shape a deveboping coun-
try, to adapt to them, and
then make ariempis at crod-
tirwg goeodwill, Thore mustbea
blending together of purpose.

Another volunteesr stated
that If you survive the =ight
1o ten weeks of cultural o
emtation, intense language in-
sruction, and technical train-
ing for wour specific |ty
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s can be helped!”’
King Moshoeshoe 11

gssignment then you will feal
propared and resdy 10 Qe
the bést sérvice possible.
During your two years you
may be fortunate to live
with all the corveniences ol
home; or, better still, |&arm 10
adapt 1o a very basic style of
living which i3 more typical
of the Peace Corps lifestyle.
This coulkd mean no electric-
ity of running water, having
a horse (or your foet) as @
means of transport, doing
without your favarite food,
and being itolated form friend-
ships you made during the
gruelling training period.

i

Lesothe's cconomy s
based on food production
and animal husbandry amd it
it from the ralsing of Angora
goats and shesp that the
main exports of mohair and
woal come, There ame few
nafural recources and the
development of industry s
still im ite early stages. Mamy
Basotha men, therefore, mi-
grate 1o the Republic to work
in the golkd amd diamond
mines to supplement the
imcomie of thair families.

Some do not s88  ther
familiss more than twice a
wEar, Thofe times ane when
they return b plant malze,
sorghum  and  wheat, and
then again at harvest time. In
the meantime, the wWomen
tond the crops. The produce

In the few months smos
cowming o Lesotho, Delton
Ajien has made an impaet
upod the young people in his
village, They heve become
more interested In knowing
abyout improved farmang meth-
ods snd subseguently formed
8 group callsd Balermi Ba
Bacha (The Young Farmers),
Dolton says thet he feals
right at home" and rarely
leaves his willsge, L&arning
Sesotho is helping his integra-
tion into the community,

Volupteers do have a fair
share of Trustrating moments,
Wikki Thomas, who teachas at
& ssoondary school, laughs as
she recalls the first time she
arrived in Lesotho, She was
mistaken for 8 Mosotho and
the Basothe who greeted her
continued to speak in rapid
Sesotho and than, regarding
her confussd look, they realiz-
ad they hbd “lost” her, At that
particular time her knowledge
of Sesotho was limited 1o
urnII\' the grestings. COther
Volunteers have had similar
incidents, Sometimes hilarious
events follow due to some
misundérstandings. But, if one
hat a sense of humar in loarn-
ing how to-deal with one's
language inadequacios, then
the initiation into a new
culture i |ess painful
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Tag: Milicent Brandsiatier ...

u time Tor giving o recelvirsg.
Mogdte: Clerence Ssndoval ... i
fiturning homae in the mountaine.

Botiom: Mingo Guerr ... at i hoema.

from wegetable gardens and
mandicrafts provide a small
imcome o help sustain the
family.

Trampiation: Pescal Asén! Prospariay|
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" You are here to serve Lesotho. Only your best is good enough.”
John G. Healey

Lesotho b conssdered 1o
have ono of the healthiest
climates in the world. The
range of temperatures snd
varying altitedes, betaean
4 500" and 17.500°, stave off
dizeases which aro common
o tropical countries just north
of Lesotho,
The climate is similar to
some parts of America. During
theé winter those living in the
modintsng kave snow for a
mueh  |longer time and can
enjoy It il they don thermal
uncharwear. |ncontrast, during
the semmer months the tem-
paratiire may reach 100° F,
i ik e i
The importance of sfucs-
tion In Lesotho is much more Charles Blsks ... Paste Corps Adminktraior
promounced now than it over of Ediscation,
has been, Thiz it an srés in
which Peace Corps has made Caje  Gutherraz Supervisor of Tascher
the greatest contribution, Traines.
Clarence Sandoval [z a —
supervisor of teachers (n the d.l'
mountaing. The mountain
schools offer a special chal
lenge, Scattered populations
and poor linegs of communica-
tion add to the problems &n-
countersd by students- and
tmachers, At times the work
calls -for immediate avidenco
thet & speécific technigue
works, such as a new tesching
methad, He finds that his
imvolvermnent with the teachars
and the community is provid-
g Huirm wWhith axperences that
maoke him more sware of his
responsibilities &s a volunteer.
Caje Gutierréz sxpresses
the sentimerts of all of s
Adaptability, sensitivity, the
commitment to serve the best Grag Harringion ... a muiritionise.
way one can, and leaming the
lsngueage, are proreguisites for
an enriching Two vears
There Is & lot to see, da,
and enjoy in Lesotho.

EpgyE

egitor; Milligant Brandstitter,
appigtant sclitor: Gala Gruse

“He could have added fortune to fame but caring for neither, he found
& happiness and honor in being helpful to the world.” &

G.W. Carver




